
WHY MATHEMATICS AT LYON?
We know that being a good mathematician is more than just having technical competence. Employers want professionals with excellent oral 
and written communication skills and the ability to interact effectively with people. Mathematics majors understand people not primarily 
from taking math and science courses: they understand people because their major is nestled within Lyon’s core curriculum required of all 
students, no matter their majors. 

Lyon’s new core curriculum emphasizes civic education, challenging aspiring mathematicians to engage with issues outside of the math 
classroom. Our graduates often tell us that taking “all those courses in the humanities and social sciences” seemed irrelevant to their career 
aspirations when students but later became crucial in their lives.

WHAT STUDENTS SAY
“I would say that one of the best things about the Lyon College mathematics program is the countless number of opportunities I was given 
to do one-on-one research with professors and to give talks/presentations. I feel that this was incredibly helpful in making sure that I was 
prepared for my teaching assistant position in graduate school and probably contributed to my getting the position to begin with. I also feel 
like the rigor of the upper level mathematics courses assisted me in learning to think outside of the box, which was exceptionally helpful 
because it afforded me the opportunity to switch fields (from primarily pure mathematics to applied and computational mathematics) fairly 
comfortably despite a lack of experience in the field.”

— John Pope, ’14

FACULTY
Dr. Jeremy Chapman, Associate Professor of Mathematics, earned his Ph.D. in mathematics from the University of Missouri, where he 
received the Excellence In Teaching Award. He is the regional director of the Arkansas Council of Teachers of Mathematics High School 
Mathematics and Science Competition and the 2016 recipient of Lyon’s Lamar Williamson Prize for Faculty Excellence. He serves Lyon’s 
Upward Bound Math-Science Program.

Dr. Joseph Stover, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, earned his Ph.D. in applied mathematics from the University of Arizona in Tucson. 
He is the faculty advisor to Chi Beta Phi, an advisor to in the Year One program for first-year students, and serves Lyon’s Upward Bound 
Math-Science Program. He is an Exam Writer for the Arkansas Council of Teachers of Mathematics competition.

Dr. Tharanga Wijetunge, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, earned his Ph.D. in mathematics from Central Michigan University. He has 
served on the Diversity Committee for Foundations of Excellence and currently serves on the Institutional Assessment Committee. He also 
advises Lyon students, is a member of the American Mathematical Society, was recently selected as a Project NExT fellow, and serves Lyon’s 
Upward Bound Math-Science Program.

discover MATHEMATICS
Mathematics is the study of the universe through the eyes of logic. It seeks to push the boundaries of our understanding 
of the world in which we live. The mathematics program at Lyon serves to give students the critical thinking skills 
they need to pursue any mathematics or science-related career. Mathematical concepts and constructs are 
the foundation of our understanding of the world and the building blocks to many other scientific disciplines. 
Students completing a mathematics major at Lyon are well-prepared to pursue careers and higher education in 
mathematics, engineering, medicine, computer science, and other scientific pursuits.  

» The B.A. in Mathematics requires 39 credit hours.

» The newly created Math for Liberal Arts course, part of Lyon’s core curriculum, gives students who aren’t pursuing 
a math or science degree practical mathematics skills that they will use in day-to-day life such as interpreting 
statistics and calculating interest.

» Students regularly assist professors with research projects that provide hands-on educational experiences.
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discover MATHEMATICS

MTH 210 Calculus I1 4 credits
MTH 220 Calculus II 4 credits
MTH 230 Calculus III 4 credits
MTH 290  Foundations of Modern Mathematics 3 credits
MTH 300  Differential Equations 3 credits
MTH 330  Linear Algebra 3 credits
MTH 420  Abstract Algebra I 3 credits
MTH 440  Advanced Calculus I 3 credits
 Three mathematics electives  9 credits
 at the 300 or 400 level2

CSC 140  Introduction to Programming in C 3 credits
or

CSC 115 Introduction to Programming in Java 3 credits

1 May be used to satisfy core requirements. 
2 MTH 400 Secondary Methods in Mathematics may 
 not be used for this requirement. PHY 240, 241,  
 250, 251, are recommended general electives.

Students who wish to teach secondary school 
mathematics must satisfy admission requirements for 
the Liberal Arts Teacher Education Concentration 
(LATEC) and complete the General Education 
Certification Program. Additionally, these prospective 
mathematics teachers must take MTH 400 Secondary 
Methods in Mathematics, which may be used as a 
general elective but not as a mathematics elective. We 
recommend that prospective mathematics teachers 
take MTH 360 and 380 as mathematics electives.

MATHEMATICS MAJOR REQUIREMENTS
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Everything Else
Founded: 1872 
Enrollment: 672 (Fall 2017)
Minority: 21% 
Student-Faculty Ratio: 12:1 
Average Freshman ACT: 25 
Average Freshman HS GPA: 3.6 
Student Organizations: 40 (approximately) 
Placement After Graduation: 94% within 6 months 
Affiliation: Christian, Presbyterian Church (USA)

Codes
ACT: 0112 
SAT: 6009
FAFSA: 001088 (help line: 1.800.433.3243) 

LYON AT A GLANCE
Academic clubs lyon.edu/student-organizations
Art Student League, American Chemical Society, Anthropology 
Club,  Law Club,  COBRA Grotto (caving), Harlequin Club 
(theatre), Honors Fellows Program, Math Club  

Athletics
Men: Basketball, baseball, cross country, football, golf, soccer, 
and wrestling
Women: Basketball, cross country, golf, soccer, softball, 
volleyball, and wrestling

Honor Societies
Alpha Chi (juniors and seniors), Alpha Psi Omega (theatre),  
Chi Beta Phi (science), Kappa Delta Pi (education), Kappa Pi (art), 
Lambda Delta (freshman), Phi Alpha Theta (history), Phi Sigma 
Tau (philosophy), Pi Sigma Alpha (politics), Psi Chi (psychology), 
Sigma Delta Pi (Spanish), Sigma Tau Delta (English), Theta Alpha 
Kappa (religion)


